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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1 -5 and 8-13 direct to 
information on a recording disc . Since the information resided on the disc dot nor 
provide any functional interrelationship to the disc to control the disc or to access 
information, or impart to any software and hardware structural components to provide 
certain function that is processed by a computer, the information on the disc do not 
make them statutory . See MPEP 2100. 

Claims 8-13 called for a method and an apparatus however, it is noted that 
there is no positive step or operative means or circuits recited in the body of claims 
tO perform any function and claims merely present non-functional information , 
claims 8-13 and considered as being directed to non- function information resided on 
the medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 ,3-8 and 1 0-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Kim et al (6,766,103). 

Regarding claims 1,6-8 and 13 , Kim discloses an audio data recording disc 
storing audio data, and recording and reproducing management data for the audio data, 
the recording and reproducing management data including original management data ( 
original program chain data) and user defined management data ( user defined 
program chain data ), the original management data being for enabling the audio data 
to be reproduced in an order equal to an order in which the audio data have been 
recorded, the user defined management data including cell information pieces related to 
respective cells, the cells corresponding to a reproduction unit and being related to the 
audio data, the user defined management data representing a user defined track which 
includes at least one of the cells and which is decided in response to the cell information 
pieces according to user's instruction, the user defined track designating portions of the 
audio data which correspond to the at least one cell in the user defined track, the user 
defined track representing a reproduction order decided by user's instruction, the user 
defined management data being for enabling the portions of the audio data which are 
designated by the user defined track to be reproduced in an order equal to the 
reproduction order represented by the user defined track (Figs. 4 and 5, columns 3 
and 4). 
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Regarding claim 6, Kim further teaches an apparatus (Fig. 1) for reproducing 
information from an audio data recording disc in one of claims 1-5 (Figs. 4,5 , columns 3 
- 4) comprising: 

a memory (7)(column 4, lines 50-65); 

first means for reading user defined management data from the audio data 
recording disc (column 5); 

second means for deriving a relation between a user defined track and cells from 
the user defined management data read by the first means, and generating a signal 
representing the derived relation (column 5); 

third means for loading the memory with the relation representing signal 
generated by the second means; and 

fourth means for reproducing at least a portion of audio data, text data, and still- 
picture data which corresponds to the user defined track from the audio data recording 
disc in response to the relation-representing signal in the memory (column 4, line 52, 
to column 6, line 20). 

Method claim 7 corresponds to apparatus claim 6. Therefore method claim 7 
is rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 6. 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Kim teaches the audio data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, the cell information pieces further include cell- 
type data pieces representing whether or not each of the cells is a first cell in the user 
defined track, the user defined track starts from the first cell represented by one of the 
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cell-type data pieces, and the attached information pieces are stored in the first cell 
represented by the one of the cell-type data pieces (columns 3-4, Figs. 4,5). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Ando teaches the audio data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1 , wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, and the attached information pieces represent 
whether or not each of the cells is a first cell in the user defined track (columns 3-4, 
Figs. 4,5). 

Regarding claims 5 and 12, Ando further teaches the data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1 , wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, and the attached information pieces occupy a 
first place in a cell-attached information piece set (columns 3-4, Figs. 4,5). 

5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ando 
et al ( 6,658,200). 

Regarding claims 1, 8 and 13 , Ando discloses an audio data recording disc 
storing audio data, and recording and reproducing management data for the audio data, 
the recording and reproducing management data including original management data ( 
original program chain data) and user defined management data ( user defined 
program chain data ) (column 14, lines 47-68), the original management data being for 
enabling the audio data to be reproduced in an order equal to an order in which the 
audio data have been recorded, the user defined management data including cell 
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information pieces related to respective cells, the cells corresponding to a reproduction 
unit and being related to the audio data, the user defined management data 
representing a user defined track which includes at least one of the cells and which is 
decided in response to the cell information pieces according to user's instruction (Fig. 1 
, column 15, lines 15-55), the user defined track designating portions of the audio data 
which correspond to the at least one cell in the user defined track, the user defined track 
representing a reproduction order decided by user's instruction, the user defined 
management data being for enabling the portions of the audio data which are 
designated by the user defined track to be reproduced in an order equal to the 
reproduction order represented by the user defined track (Fig. 1,4, columns 14-18). 

Regarding claim 6, Ando further teaches an apparatus (Fig. 4) for reproducing 
information from an audio data recording disc in one of claims 1-5 (Figs. 4,5 , columns 3 
-4) comprising: 

a memory (404); 

first means for reading user defined management data from the audio data 
recording disc; 

second means for deriving a relation between a user defined track and cells from 
the user defined management data read by the first means, and generating a signal 
representing the derived relation; 

third means for loading the memory with the relation representing signal 
generated by the second means; and 
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fourth means for reproducing at least a portion of audio data, text data, and still- 
picture data which corresponds to the user defined track from the audio data recording 
disc in response to the relation-representing signal in the memory (column 18, lines 
22-68). 

Method claim 7 corresponds to apparatus claim 6. Therefore method claim 7 
is rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 6. 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Ando further teaches the audio data recording disc 
as recited in claim 1, wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, and the attached information pieces include 1) 
a data piece, representing primary text information PRM TXTI related to the user defined 
track, 2) a data piece representing a search pointer number IT_TXT_SRPN for item text 
information related to the user defined track, and 3) a data piece indicating 
representative sill-picture information REP PICTI 5 for designating a position of a still 
picture representative of the user defined track (column 13, lines 25-65, column 15, 
lines 45-65, column 18, lines 37-45, column 8 lines 57-68). 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Ando teaches the audio data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, the cell information pieces further include cell- 
type data pieces representing whether or not each of the cells is a first cell in the user 
defined track, the user defined track starts from the first cell represented by one of the 
cell-type data pieces, and the attached information pieces are stored in the first cell 
represented by the one of the cell-type data pieces (Fig. 1, columns 15-17). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Ando teaches the audio data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1 , wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, and the attached information pieces represent 
whether or not each of the cells is a first cell in the user defined track (Fig. 1 columns 1 5- 
17). 

Regarding claims 5 and 12, Ando further teaches the data recording disc as 
recited in claim 1, wherein the cell information pieces include attached information 
pieces related to the user defined track, and the attached information pieces occupy a 
first place in a cell-attached information piece set (Fig. 1 .columns 15-17) . 

6. Claims 1, 6-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
byOkadaetal (6,266,483). 

Regarding claims 1 , 8 and 1 3 , Okada discloses an audio data recording disc 
(Figs 1,9, 17) storing audio data, and recording and reproducing management data for 
the audio data, the recording and reproducing management data including original 
management data ( original program chain data 50)) and user defined management 
data ( user defined program chain data 70), the original management data being for 
enabling the audio data to be reproduced in an order equal to an order in which the 
audio data have been recorded, the user defined management data including cell 
information pieces related to respective cells, the cells corresponding to a reproduction 
unit and being related to the audio data, the user defined management data 
representing a user defined track which includes at least one of the cells and which is 
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decided in response to the cell information pieces according to user's instruction 
(column 9, lines 35 1 column 10, .line 15), the user defined track designating portions 
of the audio data which correspond to the at least one cell in the user defined track, the 
user defined track representing a reproduction order decided by user's instruction, the 
user defined management data being for enabling the portions of the audio data which 
are designated by the user defined track to be reproduced in an order equal to the 
reproduction order represented by the user defined track (column 14, line 35 to column 
15, line 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Okada further teaches an apparatus (Fig. 1) for reproducing 
information from an audio data recording disc in one of claims 1-5 (column 18-19). 
comprising: 

a memory (10) ; 

first means for reading user defined management data from the audio data 
recording disc; 

second means for deriving a relation between a user defined track and cells from 
the user defined management data read by the first means, and generating a signal 
representing the derived relation; 

third means for loading the memory with the relation representing signal 
generated by the second means; and 

fourth means for reproducing at least a portion of audio data, text data, and still- 
picture data which corresponds to the user defined track from the audio data recording 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,002 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2616 

disc in response to the relation-representing signal in the memory (column 18, lines 
22-68). 

Method claim 7 corresponds to apparatus claim 6. Therefore method claim 7 
is rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 6. 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sawabe and Hirota et al disclose apparatus for recording and 
reproducing audio objects . 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYT. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business. Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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